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@ A picture frame which Is composed of a plurality of 
franne members (26) and a plurality of corner portions (10). 
Each comer portion comprises a block (12) and two arms 
(14). The blocks (12) are substantially rectangular in form 
and each has a slot (16) In one corner thereof whereby the 
slot opens through two adjacent faces of the block. The 
arms (14) are received in the open ends of the members (26) 
which, in cross'sectlon, are of square U-shape. Once a 
comer portion (10) has been attached to a member (26). the 
slot (16) thereof forms an extension of the hollow interior of 
the member. The two major faces of each block (12) are 
different in appearance to one another and the major faces 
of the members (26) are also different In appearance to one 
another. The corner pieces (10) can be reversed with 
respect to the frame members (26) so that the appearance of 
the frame can be varied. 
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PICTURE FRAME 

The present invention relates to constructions for 
use in forming frames for pictures.. Such constructions 
comprise a picture frame having a front surface and a 
rear surface ^ the construction comprising an elongate 
frame member and a corner piece for connecting the frame 
member to another frame member, the frame member and the 
corner piece each having first and second exterior faces. 

Picture frames are known which comprise four elongate 
frame members and corner pieces for joining the frame 
members to one another. Examples of such frames are found 
in United States Patent Specifications 4136470 and 
3965601. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
picture frame comprising frame members and comer pieces 
in which the corner pieces and frame members can be 
reversed with respect to one another so as to provide the 
picture frame with, a number of different appearances. 

According to the present invention a construction for 
use in forming a picture frame is characterised by the 
corner piece comprising a block with first and second 
arms protruding therefrom at an angle to one another, the 
block having a slot in one corner region thereof, the 
first face of the frame member being different in 
appearance to the second face thereof and the first face 
of the corner piece being different in appearance to the 
second face thereof; the frame member including two spaced 
longitudinal flanges defining a hollow interior^ the free 
edges of the flanges bounding an elongate mouth which 
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provides access to -the hollow interior of the frame member, 
the hollow interior serving to receive either the first 
arm of the second arm with the slot forming an extension of 
the hollow interior of the frame member ,^ and with the 
corner piece orientated with respect to the frame member 
so that either the first faces both form part of one of 
the surfaces of the frame or one of the first faces and . 
one of the second faces form part of one of the surfaces 
of the frame. 

To enable a rectangular frame to be crated, the arms 
are preferable at right angles to one another. Each arm 
is preferably non-symmetrical in cross section and part 
of the hollow interior of the frame member is of 
corresponding shape whereby each arm can only be inserted 
into the said part of the hollow interior in one 
orientation. In the preferred form, each axiti is T-shaped 
in cross section and the said part is correspondingly, 
shaped. 

The frmae member may comprise a web and two ribS/ 
the two flanges being parallel to one another and 
protruding from the same side the web, the two ribs pro- 
truding towards one another from those surfaces of the 
flanges which face one another ^ there being a gap between 
the ribs, and the web, ribs and flanges, bounding the 
T-shaped part of said hollow interior. 

It is preferred that said block be in the form of a 
right parallelepiped, and that said slot open through two 
adjacent faces of said block. 

The invention may be carried into practice in various 
ways and one embodiment will now be described by way of 
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example with reference to the accompanying drawings in 
whi-ch:- 

Pigure 1 is a side elevation of a corner piece / 
Figure 2 is a top plan view of the corner piece of 
Figure 1, 

Figure 3 is a front elevation of the corner piece of 
Figure 1, 

Figure 4 is a section, to. a larger scale, through a 
frame itember/ and 

Figure 5 is a side elevation showing two corner 
pieces of the form shown in Figures 1 to 3 attached to 
a frame member of the form show n in Figure 4 . 

Referring firstly to Figures 1 to 3, the corner piece 
10 illustrated can be die cast in aluminium or other metal 
or can be injection moulded in -synthetic plastics 
material. The corner piece comprises a block 12 of 
generally parallelopedic form and two arms 14 which 
protrude from the block 12 and lie at right angles to one 
another. Each arm 14, in end elevation (.see Figure 3), 
is generally T-shaped in form having a "cross-bar* and 
an 'upright' intersecting the cross bar. The block 12 
is formed with, a slot 16 the front and rear faces 18 of 
which, are generally rectangular and the other two faces 
of which are extensions of the bottom face 20 of the 
horizontal arm 14 and of the vertical face 22 of the 
vertical arm 14. 

The face of the block. 12 which is visible 
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in Figure 1 is formed with a patterned, circular area 
24. In the illustrated embodiment the patterned area 
is formed with a plurality of raised nodules thereby 
to obtain a stipled effect. The other face of the 
block 12 can be plain. It will be understood that 
the other face of the block could also be patterned 
.if desired but with a pattern different to the 
visible face. Any arrangement of ridges, dots, 
depressions, curves etc. can be provided to obtain 
the desired appearance. 

The elongate frame member 26 of Figure 4 is 
in the form of an aluminium or synthetic plastics . 
material extrusion. • The member comprises a web 28 
and two flanges 30 and 32, the web and flanges 
together defining a channel of substantially square 
U-formation. The member 26 thus has a hollow 
interior. The outer face of the flange 30 is plain 
and the outer face of the flange 32 is formed with 
longitudinally extending alternate ridges and shallow 
depressions, the adjacent ridges and depressions 
merging smoothly with one another. 

Internally of the member 26 there are two 
ribs 34, 36 which protrude towards one another from 
those surfaces of the flanges 30, 32 which face one 
another. There is a gap between the ribs and a 
series of serrations 38 between the ribs and the free 
edges of the flanges 30, 32. The serrations are not 
essential and can be omitted. The web 28, the upper 
portions of the flanges 30 and 32 and the ribs 34 and 
36 define a T-shaped part 40 of said hollow interior 
which part corresponds in shape to the cross 
sectional shape of the arms 14. The free edges of 
the flanges 30 and 32 define an elongate mouth 42 
which provides access to the interior of the member 26. 
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Four members 26 together with four corner 
pieces 10 together form a rectangular frame for a 
picture/ photograph, or other work to be displayed. 
For- the sake of simplicity, in the present specification, 
5. the work to be displayed will simply be referred to 
as a • picture' . 

A picture frame is constructed by pushing 
the arm 14 of one corner piece 10 into one end of the 

lO.' T-shaped part 40 of the hollow interior of one of the 
members 26 (see Figure 5) . This member 26 is 
referred to subsequently as the intermediate member. 
The 'cross-bar' of the T-shaped arm 14 enters the 
squarish portion of the part 40 with the 'upright' of 

15. the arm 14 between the ribs 34 and 36. Because the 
arm 14 is non-symmetrical in cross-section, it can 
only be inserted in the opening 40 in one position of 
orientation . 



20. The slot 16 in the block 12 forms a short 

extension of the hollow interior of the intermediate 
member 26. The outer faces of the flanges 30 and 32 
come into register with the outer faces of the block 
12. A further corner piece 10 is mounted at the other 

25. end of the intermediate member 26 (see also Figure 5) 
and thereafter two side members 26 are mounted on the 
downwardly protruding arms 14 of the two corner 
pieces 10. In Figure 5 the internal detail of the 
intermediate member 26 only has been shown and not 

30. the corresponding detail of the side members 26. 

The picture to be displayed, together if 
desired with a protective, transparent sheet (e.g. a 
glass sheet) and a thicker backing sheet is slid into 
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the three- sided, partly constructed frame. The edge 
portions of the picture, backing sheet and transparent 
sheet slide into the edge zones of the hollow 
interior of the two side members 26 of the partly 
completed frame and along these edge zones until 
their leading edges enter the hollow interior of the 
intermediate frame member 26 through its mouth 42. 
It will be understood that the edge zones are bounded 
by the serrated portions of the flanges 30, 32. The 
corners of the picture, transparent sheet and backing 
sheet enter the slots 16 of the two corner pieces 10. 
Thereafter, the final two corner pieces 10 and the 
fourth frame member 26 are attached to complete the 
frame. The four corners of the picture, backing 
sheet and transparent sheet are each in one of the 
slots 16 and the four edges of the picture, backing 
sheet and transparent sheet are in the edge zones of 
the hollow interiors of the members 26- 

It will be understood that because the 
outer faces of the flanges 30 and 32 are .different In 
appearance (for example one plain and one ridged in 
the example given) and because one face of each block 
is different to the other face of each block, the 
appearance of the front surface of the picture frame 
is substantially different from the appearance of the 
rear surface of the frame. For example, th.e circular 
areas 24 of the blocks 12 and the plain faces of the 
flanges 30 can be on the same side of the frame. 
Alternatively, the ridged faces of the flanges 32 and 
the patterned faces of the blocks 12 can be on the 
same side of the frame. Because the corner pieces 10 
and the members 26 are symmetrical (apart from their 
decorative features) about a medial plane of the 
frame, the corner pieces 10 can be turned around with 
respect to the frame members 26 thus increasing the pes 
number of combinations of decorative features. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A construction for use in forming a picture 
frame having a front surface and a rear surface, the 
construction comprising an elongate frame member (26) 
and a corner piece (lO) for connecting the frame member 
(2 6) to another frame member, the frame member (26) and 
the corner piece each having first and second exterior 
faces characterised by the corner piece tlO) comprising 
a block (12)' with first and second arms (.14) protruding 
therefrom, at an angle to one another, the block C12) 
having a slot (16) in one corner region thereof , the first 
face of the frame member being different in appearance to 
the second face thereof and the first face of the corner 
piece being different in appearance to the second face 
thereof J the frame member C26) including two spaced 
longitudinal falnges (30,32) defining a hollow interior 
(.40) the free edges of the flanges C30,32) bounding an 
elongate mouth (.42) which provides access to the hollow 
interior (40) of the frame member C26), the hollow interior 
(.40) serving to receive either the first arm or the second 
arm with the slot (.16) forming an extension of the hollow 
interior (40) of the frame member, and with the corner 
piece (101 orientated with respect to the frame member 
(.26) so that either the first faces both, form part of 
one of the surfaces of the frame or one of- the first faces 
and one of the second faces form part of one of the 
surfaces of the frame. 

2. A construction as claimed in Claim 1 character- 
ised in that the arms (.14) are at right angles to one 
another. 
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3. A construction as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2 
characterised in that each' arm (14) is non- symmetrical 

in cross section and part of the hollow interior (40) 
of the frame member (26) is of corresponding shape whereby 
each arm C14) can only be inserted into the part of the 
.hollow interior C40) in one orientation. 

4. A construction as claimed in Claim 3 character- 
ised in that each airm is T-shaped in cross section and 

the said part of the hollow interior C40) is correspondingly 
shaped. 

5. A construction as claimed in Claim 4 
characterised in that the frame member (26) comprises a 
web (28) connecting the two flanges (30^32), the two 
flanges being parallel to one another and protruding from 
the same side of the web, and two ribs C34/36) protruding 
towards one another from those surfaces of the flanges 

C30/32) which face one another, there being a gap between 
the ribs {34,36) and the web (28) , ribs (.34,36) and flanges 

C30,32) to define the T-shaped part of the hollow 
interior C401 . 

6. A construction as claimed in Claim 4 
characterised in that the frame member (.26) comprises a 
web- (.28) from which, the flanges C30,32) protrude, the 
flanges (.30; 32) being parallel to one another and being 

on the same side of the web (.28) as one another, the frame 
member (26) further comprising two ribs C34,36) protruding 
towards one another from those surfaces of the flanges 
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(30,32) which face one another, the ribs (34,36) being 
between the web (28) and the free edges of the flanges 
and there being a gap between the ribs, the slot (16) 
in the block (12) forming an extension of that portion of 
the hollow interior of the frame member (26) which lies 
between the mouth C42) and the ribs (.34,36) and the said 
portion of the hollow interior (40) being defined by the 
ribs (34,36), the portions of the flanges (30,32) 
between the ribs (.34,36) and the web (28). 

7. A construction as claimed in any preceding 
claim characterised in that the block (12) is in the form 
of a right parallelepiped, and the slot (16) opens through 
two adjacent faces of the block. 

8. A construction as claimed in any preceding 
claim characterised by a second frame member (24) , the 
arms (.14) of the corner piece (10) being in the hollow 
interiors (.40) of the two frame members, the slot (16) 
forming extensions of the hollow interiors C40) of the 
frame members (.26) • 

9. A picture frame characterised in that it 
comprises a plurality of constructions as claimed in any 
of claims 1 to 7, with, the arms C14) of each corner piece 
(.lO) extending into the hollow interiors (40) of the 
frame members (.26) to form a location for a picture 
defined by the slots (.16) and the hollow interiors t40X . 
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